Current prosthodontic practice: a dental laboratory survey.
A survey was distributed to dental laboratory owners at the 1988 annual meeting of the Minnesota Dental Laboratory Association. Current laboratory practice in infection control, the use of nonprecious alloys, the amount of time devoted to complete removable prosthodontics, and complete denture laboratory techniques were surveyed. Responses indicate a moderate level of awareness and compliance with infection control techniques recommended by the American Dental Association, a declining demand for removable prosthodontic services, a high percentage of use of nonprecious alloys, and a very high rate of porcelain occlusion requested by dental practitioners. Comparisons with other laboratory surveys and the implications of these results for undergraduate education in prosthodontics are discussed.